WEATHER.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.

THE earliest records of weather among every nation are
to be found in those myths, or popular tales, which, while
describing rain, cloud, wind, and other natural phenomena
in highly figurative language, refer them to some super-
natural or personal agency by way of explanation.

,The most interesting thing about these mythical
stories is the remarkable fidelity with which they reflect
the climate of the country that gave them birth. For
example, from the mythologies of Greece and Scandinavia
we can almost construct an account of the climate of
those two countries by simply translating the figurative
phraseology of their legends into the language of modern
meteorology.

Many survivals of mystic speech are still found among
popular prognostics, and especially in cloud names.

In England and Sweden " Noah's Ark " is still seen
in the sky, while in Germany the " Sea-Ship " still turns